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1
MONITORING SYSTEM OF REAL TIME
IMAGE CONTROL FOR
RADIOPHARMACEUTICAL AUTOMATIC
SYNTHESIZING APPARATUS IN A MICRO
HOT CELL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a monitoring system ofreal
time image control, and in particular to a monitoring system
ofreal time image control for radiopharmaceutical automatic
synthesizing apparatus operating in a micro hot cell for deter-
mining whether the radioactivity value is greater than the
threshold value and displaying the location of the component
of' the radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus
with an alert when the radioactivity value being detected is
greater than the threshold value.

2. Description of Related Art

The radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing appara-
tus associated with a nuclide generator for radiolabeling is an
important technology nowadays. The prior art has revealed
that it is insufficient for its design, disposition, and arrange-
ment of hardware and needs to be improved. The monitoring
system of automatic synthesizing apparatus operating in a
micro hot cell disclosed in periodicals, such as Adamovics et
al. 2013, Farfan et al. 2012, Chen et al. 2010, Wooten et al.
2005, Villadsen et al. 2002, and Hoover et al. 1999, Rahman
etal. 2012, showed that faults occurred during the production
of radiopharmaceutical in a micro hot cell are difficult to be
identified and resolved with appropriate treatment immedi-
ately.

US Patent Publication No. 20120113245 discloses adevice
for observing the inside of a micro hot cell and a method for
maintaining the device thereof; nevertheless, the cited docu-
ment did not mention a method of using said device in com-
bination with radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing
apparatus for the purpose of radiopharmaceutical yield
improvement.

A traditional device for monitoring automatic synthesizing
apparatus displays only the radioactivity of important units of
automatic synthesizing apparatus or the overall appearance
images of automatic synthesizing apparatus thus cannot help
find out the source of problems such as the synthesizing
apparatus crashes or fluid pipelines shedding that needs an
immediately troubleshooting with appropriate treatment to
ensure smooth production.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The primary object of the present invention is to provide a
security monitoring system of real time image control for a
production line of radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus, which contains at least one charge coupled
device camera (hereinafter referred to as CCD camera)
installed in a micro hot cell providing real time image func-
tion with Positron Emission Tomography (PET) pharmaceu-
tical automatic synthesizing apparatus. With features of a
logic control device and a computer interface control device
of'the present invention, when a component of the radiophar-
maceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus exhibits higher
radioactivity value, the site of the production line can be
zoomed and filmed by the CCD cameras with real time
images for displaying on a computer monitor with an alert.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
security monitoring system for a production line of radiop-
harmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus to monitor
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the site of the production line operating in a micro hot cell for
manufacturing PET pharmaceuticals, such as Gallium-68-
DOTA or Rehnium-188-Liposome, or Single-Photon Emis-
sion Computed Tomography (SPECT) pharmaceuticals. The
radionuclide like Gallium-68 or Rehnium-188 is a core ele-
ment of pharmaceutical labeling process. When the radiop-
harmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus starting the
pharmaceutical labeling process, the radionuclide, such as
Gallium-68, Fluorine-18, Lutetium-177, or Rehnium-188,
flows in the production line through each component of the
radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus con-
taining a plurality of material vials, a plurality of reagent
vials, a waste vial, a chromatography column, a plurality of
solenoid valves, a collection vials, and a plurality of pipelines.
The CCD cameras are used to monitor each component of the
radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus in a
normal operation, prevent the automatic synthesizing appa-
ratus from crashing or the reaction fluid pipelines from shed-
ding, provide a criterion for determining whether the auto-
matic synthesizing apparatus is in a normal operation
condition, and take appropriate treatment promptly when
required without reducing the yield of radiopharmaceuticals.

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a
logic control device, including a radioactivity value compara-
tor, a code identification circuit, and a CCD camera selector.
After receiving the data from radioactivity detector, the radio-
activity value comparator is activated to determine whether
the detected value is greater than the threshold value preset in
the radioactivity value comparator. If the detected value is
greater than the threshold value, the radioactivity value com-
parator will issue a command to the code identification circuit
to obtain a corresponding location code of the radioactivity
detector. The CCD camera selector receives the decoded loca-
tion code from the code identification circuit and activates the
CCD camera that corresponds to the location of the compo-
nent which exhibited higher radioactivity than threshold
value detected by the radioactivity detector. The images of the
site of high radioactivity area taken by the CCD camera are
zoomed and displayed on the computer monitor for locating a
fault position.

In order to accomplish the above objects, a monitoring
system of real time image control of the present invention is
provided for production lines of radiopharmaceutical auto-
matic synthesizing apparatus in a micro hot cell, comprising:
aplurality of CCD cameras, a plurality of radioactivity detec-
tors located inside a micro hot cell; a logic control device, and
a computer interface control device located outside the micro
hot cell, wherein the logic control device is connected to the
computer interface control device and a plurality of CCD
cameras. The data of the radioactivity detected by the radio-
activity detectors are sent to the computer interface control
device through the logic control device for displaying on the
computer monitor.

When the detected radioactivity value is greater than the
threshold value, a location code of the radioactivity detector
that indicated greater radioactivity value is sent to the logic
control device from the computer interface control device for
decoding. The logic control device based on the decoded
location code selects the CCD camera that is in proximity to
the location of the radioactivity detector, which has detected
the greater radioactivity value, for taking images of the site of
greater radioactivity area and sending the images to the com-
puter interface control device to display on the computer
monitor with an alert.

According to the device described above, wherein the logic
control device comprises a code identification circuit, a radio-
activity value comparator, and a CCD camera selector;
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wherein the radioactivity value comparator is connected to a
plurality of radioactivity detector and a computer interface
control device; wherein the code identification circuit is con-
nected to the computer interface control device and the CCD
camera selector; wherein the CCD camera selector is con-
nected to at least one CCD camera.

According to the device described above wherein the CCD
camera is sheltered by hemispheric cover for protecting CCD
camera from radioactivity contamination.

According to the monitoring system of the present inven-
tion described above, the detected radioactivity value of the
components are shown on the computer monitor by descend-
ing order, and the detected value greater than the threshold
value is shown in flash.

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
detailed description taken with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a monitoring system of real
time image control for radiopharmaceutical automatic syn-
thesizing apparatus in a micro hot cell of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the monitoring system ofreal time
image control for radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus in a micro hot cell of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary block diagram illustrating the inte-
rior of the logic control device of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of the monitoring system of real time
image control for radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus in a micro hot cell of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference to FIG. 1, a monitoring system of real time
image control for radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus 6 in a micro hot cell 1 of the present invention
comprises a plurality of CCD cameras 3 located inside the
micro hot cell for monitoring the production line; a plurality
of radioactivity detectors 2 located inside the micro hot cell 1
for detecting radioactivity; a logic control device 4 for deter-
mining radioactivity with threshold value and selecting a
CCD camera for taking images of area where radioactivity
value is greater than the threshold value; and a computer
interface control device 5 for monitoring and displaying the
images taken by the plurality of CCD cameras 3; wherein the
radioactivity detectors 2 are connected to the computer inter-
face control device 5 through the logic control device 4, and
the logic control device 4 is connected to at least one CCD
camera 3.

In an embodiment, the components 61A and 61B of the
radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus 6 are
set as one group, and the components 61C, 61D, and 61FE are
set as the other group. The radioactivity detector 2 sends the
detected radioactivity values of the components 61A to 61E
to the computer interface control device 5 through the logic
control device 4. When the radioactivity value of the compo-
nent 61B is determined to be greater than the threshold value,
the computer interface control device 5 sends the encoded
location code of the radioactivity detector 2 to the logic con-
trol device 4 for decoding and obtaining a corresponding
location code of the radioactivity detector 2. A CCD camera
3 is selected based on the decoded location code for taking
real time image of the component 61B and sends to the
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computer interface control device 4. The image taken by the
CCD camera 3 can be zoomed and displayed on the computer
monitor 51 with an alert 52.

In an embodiment, the plurality of CCD cameras 3 is
sheltered by hemispheric cover 31 for protecting CCD cam-
eras 3 from radioactivity contamination.

With reference to FIG. 2, a rear view of the device for real
time image control for radiopharmaceutical automatic syn-
thesizing apparatus 6 in a micro hot cell 1 shows that the
radioactivity detectors 2 are provided surrounding the radiop-
harmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus 6 for provid-
ing a complete radioactivity detection area without blind spot.

With reference to FIG. 3, an exemplary block diagram
illustrating the interior of the logic control device 4. The logic
control device 4 comprises a radioactivity value comparator
41, a code identification circuit 42, and a CCD camera selec-
tor 43; wherein the radioactivity value comparator 41 is con-
nected to a plurality of radioactivity detectors 2 for comparing
the detected radioactivity values with a threshold value, and
to the computer interface control device 5 to provide the
detected radioactivity values and comparing results for dis-
playing on the computer monitor 51; the code identification
circuit 42 is connected to the computer interface control
device 5 for receiving an encoded location code of the radio-
activity detector 2 which has detected a radioactivity value
greater than a threshold value, and to the CCD camera selec-
tor 43 for selecting a CCD camera 3; and the CCD camera
selector 43 is connected to a plurality of CCD cameras 3 for
selection of CCD camera 3 when a location code provided by
the code identification circuit 42 is received.

With reference to FIG. 4, a method of real time image
control for a production line of radiopharmaceutical auto-
matic synthesizing apparatus in a micro hot cell 1 comprises
steps of:

S11: detecting the radioactivity value of a plurality of com-
ponents 61 of the radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus 6 with a plurality of radioactivity detectors 2
and sending detected radioactivity values to a computer inter-
face control device 5 through a logic control device 4 for
displaying on a computer monitor 51, and determining
whether the radioactivity values are greater than the threshold
value by a radioactivity value comparator 41 provided in the
logic control device 4;

S12: sending an encoded location code of the radioactivity
detector 2 from the computer interface control device 5 to the
code identification circuit 42 when detecting a radioactivity
value greater than the threshold value for decoding and
obtaining the decoded location code of the radioactivity
detector 2;

S13: selecting at least one CCD camera 3 by the CCD
camera selector 43 based on the decoded location code sent
from the code identification circuit 42; and

S14: sending images of the component 61 taken by the
CCD camera 3 to the computer interface control device 5 for
displaying or zooming on the computer monitor 51 with an
alert 52.

The foregoing invention has been described in detail by
way of illustration and example for purposes of clarity and
understanding. It will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art that variations, changes, modifications and alterations
may be applied to the compositions and/or monitoring system
described herein without departing from the true spirit, con-
cept and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A monitoring system of real time image control for a
production line of radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus in a micro hot cell, comprising: at least one
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CCD camera inside the micro hot cell for monitoring the
production line, a plurality of radioactivity detectors located
inside the micro hot cell for detecting radioactivity, a logic
control device located outside the micro hot cell for deter-
mining a radioactivity threshold value and selecting a CCD
camera for taking images of area where radioactivity value is
being detected greater than the threshold value, and a com-
puter interface control device located outside the micro hot
cell for monitoring and displaying the images taken by the
selected CCD camera; wherein the radioactivity detectors are
connected to the computer interface control device through
the logic control device, and the logic control device is con-
nected to at least one CCD camera.

2. The monitoring system of claim 1, wherein the logic
control device comprises a code identification circuit, a radio-
activity value comparator, and a CCD camera selector;

wherein the radioactivity value comparator is connected to

the plurality of radioactivity detectors for comparing the
radioactivity values with a threshold value, and to the
computer interface control device to provide a compar-
ing result of the radioactivity values being detected for
displaying on the computer monitor;

wherein the code identification circuit is connected to the

computer interface control device for receiving the
encoded location code of the radioactivity detector
which has detected a radioactivity value greater than a
threshold value, and to the CCD camera selector for
selecting a CCD camera; and

wherein the CCD camera selector is connected to a plural-

ity of CCD cameras for selection of CCD camera when
a location code provided by the code identification cir-
cuit is received.
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3. A method of real time image control for a production line
of'radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesizing apparatus in a
micro hot cell, comprising steps of:

detecting the radioactivity value of a plurality of compo-

nents of the radiopharmaceutical automatic synthesiz-
ing apparatus with a plurality of radioactivity detectors
and sending the detected radioactivity values to a com-
puter interface control device through a logic control
device for displaying on a computer monitor, and deter-
mining whether the radioactivity value is greater than a
threshold value by a radioactivity value comparator pro-
vided in the logic control device;

sending an encoded location code of the radioactivity

detector when detecting a radioactivity value greater
than the threshold value from the computer interface
control device to the code identification circuit for
decoding and obtaining the location code of the radio-
activity detector;

selecting at least one CCD camera by the CCD camera

selector based on the decoded location code of the radio-
activity detector; and

sending the image of the component taken by the selected

CCD camera with greater radioactivity value than the
threshold value to the computer interface control device
for displaying or zooming on the computer monitor with
an alert.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the radioactivity values
detected are displayed on the computer monitor in order by
value, and the detected radioactivity value that is greater than
the threshold value is displayed in flash.

5. The method of claim 3, the CCD camera is selected
according to the decoded location code received from the
code identification circuit.
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